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More Vermonters are working than ever before

Vermont had 3,900 fewer
jobs in 2023 than before
the pandemic in 2019. But

Five Vermont counties recovered jobs lost
during pandemic Change in total covered jobs by
county, 2019-2023
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The data also show that Essex

County had the lowest average wage in 2023, at $47,479, and Chittenden County the highest,
$70,269. The Vermont Department of Labor defines the average annual wage as total annual

wages divided by average monthly jobs.

In April 2024 the number of people working in Vermont hit the highest level on record: 348,975, after
four straight years of growth beginning in May 2020. Unlike the number of jobs, which includes only

payroll jobs covered by unemployment insurance,

this number includes the self-employed and
farmworkers not covered by unemployment
insurance. Meanwhile, Vermont maintained one

Employment hit a record high in April
Total employment, by month, Mar 2020-Apr 2024

of the lowest unemployment rates in the country, 360,000
at 2.1 percent, compared with the national rate of
340,000
3.9 percent.
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